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—T, ESSer ca, ApesPia rn. 
What is the Communist Party platform and what are its TE ST oAISihe 88 context offhé resent 
situation? 


Elizabeth Gurley: 


Well the Communist Party at its last convention, in December of last year, issued a resolution that 
expressed what its program is for the present period. | would say that the main issues are the struggle for 
peace, the struggle for the rights of the Negro people, the problems that arise in relation to 
unemployment, especially automaton, and the advocacy of Socialism as a final solution for all of these 
various problems. 


Interviewer: 


Do you feel that the bulk of your membership is among the, you used the term in speaking of the British 
scene, the working class, the workers, do you feel that that is the main strength of the Communist Party 11) 
this country? 


Elizabeth Gurley: 


In most of the districts yes, that would be true. In some districts, | think possibly in one or two, it might not 
be true. It might be more middle class, but here in the West it is distinctly working people. In the Middle 
West, in the big industrial areas of the Middle West it is definitely working people. in some of the eastern 
cities are more middle class members. 


Interviewer: 
What about in the southern states among the Negros? 
Elizabeth Gurley: 


Well, there, of course, it is a completely secret organization and must be, because it would be a matter of 
life and death for people down there. There are both white and Negro who belong to the Communist Party 
in the South. In Texas, for instance, there is a death penalty for being a Communist, so you can imagine 
it's not easy to have a party, but there is a party in Texas. 


Interviewer: 

On the laws... 

Elizabeth Gurley: 

Yes, 

interviewer: 

On the statute books of the state of Texas it is a death penalty to be a member of the communist pany? 
Elizabeth Gurley: 

That is right. That is right, of course, they never enforce it. 


Interviewer: 








+s never been tested | hope. 
€l:zabeth Gurley: 


‘No, but it wouid take a brave sole to go down and announce publically... | mean especially for a loca! 
person to announce publically that ... 


interviewer: 

What would they do to you, if you came there? 

Elizabeth Gurley: 

Weill { don't know, would you like to have me try it? 

Interviewer: 

Well | think they might hesitate, {inaudible 0:02:38] You might have an interesting court case. 
Elizabeth Gurley 

{ might try it. Especially when | get a few years older and it won’t make much difference. 
Interviewer: 

Are you on a lecture tour now? 

Elizabeth Gurley: 


Yes, yes, | have been... Well last year | was in Europe for eight months, and since | came back | have 
heen speaking throughout the Eastern, on the coast here mainly, on my experiences of traveling in the 
Socialist countries of Europe, but also speaking of course about what our party stands for. 


Interviewer: 
What kind of audiences do you get? 
Etizabeth Gurley: 


Well mixed audiences, sometimes you get hecklers, sometimes you get people who want to ask all kinds 
of questions, but | notice one thing, one big change, since | returned to the United States, and that is the 
presence of a great many more young people then there was previously. Previously especially in public 
meetings, that is advertised public meetings, there were many of the tried and true old timers that had 
been through everything even including the period after World War 1 and sturdy and solid, but old, but 
now there is a sudden resurgence of youth. 


Interviewer: 
is this quiet recent? 
Elizabeth Gurley: 


Yes, this is really quiet recent. | would say it is much more conspicuous since | came back in December 
from abroad, than it was before | left. 





Interviewer: 
Elizabeth Gurley: 


Oh yes, definitely, definitely. We had to change from one hall to another three times in Detroit recently. 
because pressure of the American Legion and the veterans organizations and the police, especially if the 
hall has a bar. It might just as well be sure that they can close that up without any difficulties, so yes we 
do have difficulty in getting halls in various cities. 


Interviewer: 
Do you ever get any corporation from liberal bodies who feei that you have a right to speak. 
Elizabeth Gurley: 


Yes, we have a committee back jn New York, the Emergency Civil Rights Committee and very oiten also 
the American Civil Liberties Union intervines, if it is a very flagrant case of denying us the right of speecti 
and sometimes local civil rights committees. 


Interviewer: 
Do you consider that the Communist Party in the United States is a revolutionary body? 
Elizabeth Gurley: 


Well it depends on how you define revolutionary, if you mean a body that advocates the use of force and 
violence no, but if you mean a body that... 


Interviewer: 

Well why not? | mean iogically speaking why not? 

Elizabeth Gurley: 

Why not what? 

Interviewer: 

Force of violence. | mean what is the barrier against it in Communist thinking? 
Elizabeth Gurley: 


Well because it appears to us now in this day and age, that the transition to Socialism is possible without 
force and violence. Which of course is much more preferable, |! mean nobody wants to use force and 
violence if a transition is possible without it. There is a very strong belief that with the growth of the 
Socialist Camp in the world today and the strength of the party in many countries such as in Italy and in 
France, and in other countries that a transition to Socialism will be possible without force and violence 


Interviewer: 
| would be interested... | don’t know.. 


Elizabeth Gurley: 





And of course | was going to say, if you mean by revolutionary to advocate a complete change of society. 
interviewer: 

No. that was not my question. 

Elizabeth Gurley: 

[io, then of course we would be revolutionary in that sense, in the more scientific sense of the word, yes. 
Interviewer: 


what is the present strength? It use to be quite enormous, | believe, in both Italy and France, has there 
heen a distinct fall off of under Des Gaulle in France and under quite a bit of prosperity comparatively 
speaking in italy? 


Elizabeth Gurley: 


Well | don't Know the actual numbers, but both of those parties are very large parties. If compared | guess 
they are the largest parties in any of the capilist countries of the world today. 


interviewer: * 
Yes. |m sure they are, but at one time, I think, the figure in Italy was millions and | can’t remember .. 
Elizabeth Gurley: 


After, when the war ended of course, and all of the groups and organizations that were united in the 
resistance movement came out and first they formed the [inaudible 0:07:41] assembly in France the party 
was tremendously strong, but there have been many struggles, many political struggles in a sort of sifting 
out until now, It is stil an enormous party, but it’s not as strong as it was then. 


interviewer. 
What ts the attitude of the Communist Party in France toward the Des Gaulle government? 
Ehzabeth Gurley: 


sometimes it agrees with Des Gaulle government, sometimes it differs with the Des Gaulle government. 
| m sure now in this situation in relation to Algeria the party will support the Des Gaulle government 
against possible invasion of France by the generals. It isn't committed to Des Gaulle, it doesn’t give them 
@ blank check, but depending on situations as they arise it makes it decision as | understand it. 


interviewer: 
No ambition to take over the government itself? 
Elizabeth Gurley: 


well yes, of course there is always the ambition. it's a question of the time, the place, the circumstances, 
and the ability to do it. | don’t think the party has ever put forward as a practical political program the 
taking over of the government. 


Interviewer: 





Much less by violence. 
Elizabeth Gurley: 

Yes, as yet. 

Interviewer: 

Because if they were prepared 
Elizabeth Gurley: 

| think it is closer in Italy than in France. 
interviewer: 

Well that was my next question. 
Elizabeth Gurley: 

Yes. 

Interviewer: 


What would your estimate be of the Italian situation because here, as | understand it, it's a forced .. | 
mean here they talk about the danger from Communism and | think the wildest estimates would be under 
100,000 or something like that. Yet in both France and Italy there are several million people involved in 
the Communist Party and still there has as yet been no attempt at a violent overthrow. Now is that 
because of the policy or why is that? 


Elizabeth Gurley: 


Yes, itis the policy. Of course, its voting strength is even greater than its membership, and it's voting 
Strength is very great and it has alliances with the Socialist, with trade unions with others, with 
organizations of the peasantry, and of course, | am not an authority on the ttalian Party but as | see it, 
their idea is that first of all not to permit the fascist to again take control. Now to have this united front of 
all these different anti-fascist elements is important not to permit the Nazis or the fascist to ever again 
take control, and then on the strength of this unity, the possibility of moving forward into a Socialist 
system of society. 


Interviewer: 


But you would say then that both the French and the Italian Party are in fact subscribing to the democratic 
process to achieve their power. 


Elizabeth Gurley: 


Well | don’t know about the French Party because of course now the Democratic processes have been 
pretty well been put on the shelf in France. It's hard to know what is going to happen there, but in Italy 
yes, this is definitely true, definitely true. They can have shob differences with their allies, and they do bur 
the unity is there and very strong. Again, as they were able to change the government recently when the 
neo-fascist took over they were able to change the government through this united effort. Not the 
Communist alone, but Communist, Socialist, and all of the anti-fascist forces. 








Interviewer: 


What is the relationship between the American Communist Party and the Communist Government in 
China and in Russia? 


Elizabeth Gurley: 


There Is no organic relationship. There is no official relationship. There is a fraternal relationship. That is 
\o Say we had a delegate to the party congress in the Soviet Union. We had a delegate to the party 
congress in Romania; different countries, fraternal delegates. Of course we don't go to China, because 
we are not permitted to go to China. We can't go to Canada or any south any Latin American country as 
fraternal delegates to their parties. Nor can they come here. 


interviewer: 
Why? 
Elizabeth Gurley: 


because Canada won't allow any American Communist to come in, and the United States won't allow any 
ioreign Communist to come in except on diplomatic passports, so the ... 


interviewer: 
Sut how 
Elizabeth Gurley: 
The only party that can send delegates to our congress is Puerto Rico 
Interviewer: 


And what is the relationship now on the Latin American, United States thing? Is it that the United States 
will hot allow visas to a Communist to go to a Latin American country or is it in the reverse? Is it the Latin 
arnerican countries? 


Ehzabeth Gurley: 

Well | was speaking about Latin Americans coming in here as delegates to our congress. 
interviewer: 

But | mean could an American Communist go as a delegate to a conference in Latin America? 
Elizabeth Gurley: 

Well to some countries it is possibie, to other countries it isn't 

Interviewer: 

Well then it isn't the United States that stops it? 


Elizabeth Gurley: 





it isn't the United States that stops us from going into Canada. It's the Canadian government that stops 
us, but on the other hand it's the United States government that prevents Canadians from coming here to 
our party congresses you see, so that no of course now | got a visa without any trouble to go abroad, but 
how long it will last | don’t know. But at least that much we have accomplished in the struggte that 
Rockwell Cantan, Paul Robinson made for their passports. it changed that business. However foreign 
Communists can't come here, except as | say, under diplomatic passports and then they are very limited 


interviewer: 
Is there anything else you would like to say to our audience? 
Elizabeth Gurley: 


No, except | am very happy to have the opportunity to say these few words. | think that it s very beneficial 
to have the privilege of saying a few words in the name of the party to your listeners who | judge a very 
progressive people. 


Interviewer: 


Well we hope that they're an audience, we depend on them for being an audience that ts interested in 
hearing all points of view, and we are very grateful to you for coming to our studio. Thank you very much 


Elizabeth Gurley: 


Thank you. 





